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TO A PENSIONER:

If you draw under Act of June 27, 1890,
and will soen reach age of 65, 68, or 70,
write for a blaak to The National Trib-

@hre Natio

If you will sosn reach the age of 68, or
85, or 68, or 70, and do net draw pam-
sion, write for a blaak, to The National
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By JOHN MCcELROY.

CHAPTER XXXIV.

THE SIEGE OF VICKSBURG.

Another of Chas. A. Dann's Character-
Sketehing Letliers—Joe Johnston's Fu-
tile Operations om the Ountside—Pres-
sure of the Siege | pon the Defenders.
Grandly Spectacular Assaunilt Upon Fort
Hill—Another Fallure Brings the Lines
Still Closer.

Charles A. Dana had commended
himself to Secretary Stantoun by his in-
vestigations of the cotton business in
the Mississippi Valley., which led to the
issuance by the President of a procla-

mation prohibiting all trade with the|not faverable to any such arrange-
country in rebellion except under reg-|!ment. Washburn being one of the
ulations to be prescribed by the Treas-|very youngest in rank of his Major-

ury Department; to the issuing of reg-
ulations by the Treasury Department
governing such trade, and putting the
cotton business under the special care

purpose it has been suggested that a

two divisions, with the addition of that

his fitness for higher commands by act-

tiue he has never ommanded a dl\_‘ision
nor. so far as 1 am aware, a brigade
either, having generally been employed
in command of expeditions, detach-
ments, and scattered bodies of cavalry.
He is now in command of two of the di-
visions detached from the Sixteenth
Army Corps, namely, that of Kimball
and that of W. 8. Smith; and, as 1 hap-
pen to know, is anxious to be put in
command of an army corps, for which

new corps might be created out of these

of Lauman. also detached from the Six-
teenth, or that of Herron. But 1 un-
derstand from Gen. Grant that he is

Generals, he intends to put him in com-
mand of a single division as soon as
possible, in order that he may prove

if they were all ~uppressed, especially
the Colonels.

“Grant has three Aids with the rank
of Captain. Capt. Ross is a relative of
Mrs. Grant. He has been a stage driv-
er, and violates English grammar at
every phrase. He is of some use, for
he attends to the mails. Capt. Auden-
ried is an elegant young officer of the
Regular cavalry. He rides after the
General when he rides out. The rest
of the time he does nothing at all
Capt. Badeau, wounded at Port Hud-
son, since he was attached to Grant's
staff, has not yvet reported. I must not
omit the General Medical Staff of this
Its head,

army. It is in bad order.
Dr. Mills, is impracticable, earnest,
quarrelsome. He was relleved several

weeks since, but Grant likes him and
lkept him on till the fall of Vicksburg.
In this he was right, no doubt, for a
change during the siege would have
been troublesome. The change, I pre-
sume, will now be made. It must be
for the better.

“The office of Chief of Artillery on
the General Staff I had forgotten, as
well as that of Chief Enginecer. The
former is occupied by Lieut.-Col. Duff, of
the 24 I1l. Art. He is unequal to the posi-
tion, not only because he is disqualified
by sickness, but because he does not
sufficiently understand the management
ci artillery. The siege suffered greatly
from his Incompetence. Gen. Grant
knows, of course, that he is not the
right person, but it is one of his weak-

nesses that he is unwilling to hurt the

fHE FIGHT AT THE CRATER AFTER THE EXPLOSION OF A UNION MINE UNDER THE CONFEDERATE FORT.

of the Treasury Department to be man-
aged by special agents, and to the War
Department making a general- order
prohibiting all officers from engaging in
any way in the purchase or sale of cot-
ton. This order was warmly welcomed
by Gens. Grant, Sherman and-others, as
it relieved them of a great deal of re-
sponsibility and annoyance on account
of the precious staple, of which there
were immense gquantities inside the
lines of the army and constantly be-
ing brought inside. It also stopped a
very demoralizing trade which sorely
tempted Brigadier-Generals, Colonels
end minor officers, to the great detri-
ment of the public service and of mili-
tary discipline. Gen. Grant and his
immediate surrounding had but one
idea, that of military success, and
wanted every energy bent toward that
end. They resented any thought of pe-
cuniary profit out of the terrible war
which was costing such a fearful price
in men’s lives. Cotton, which had been
bringing 10 cents a pound in 1860,
Iraped up to 88 cents a pound in 1862,
and reached $2 the next year. There
were almost limitless quantities of it
in the rich bottom lands of the Mis-
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A lookout ar i perch, ad-
joining | oper.
sissippl Valle the army
veenit it four he costly
fiber for whi of Eng-
land and sorely

a-hunger.
Finding in My. 12ana a man of in-
flexible honesty, of keen intelligence

and undoubted patriotism, Mr. Stanton
had decided to send him to the
of the Tennessee to see for him
fects in the vexed conditions there, an2
determine whether the partisans of Me-
Ciernand or those of Grant were tell-
ing the truth. Stanion confided ver-
bally to Dana what he wanted him to
sce and report on, but covered his er-
rand with an official order making him
Inspector of Paymasters, which would
give him aceess to all parts of the ariny
and an apparent business at every head-
quarters. Dana immediately conceived
a warm admiration for Grant, Sherman

and McePherson, especially Sherman,
whom he esteemed one of the maost
brilliant and able men he had ever met.
He sent his letters to the Secretary
daily, If possible, and in a cipher, so
that they were in the highest degree
confidential. Much as he thought of

Grant, Sherman and MePhersan his ex-
pression of views was thoroughly im-
partial, and he did not hesitate to erit-
jeise anvone. Gen. Grant took to him
fromr the first, and his constant com-
rmunieation with the War Da-artment

relicved Goant of the neccasity #57 iore !

frequent reports, 0 which he was ad-
verse, Grant hever liked to report ex-
cept when he had accomplished some-
thing.
Cne of Mr. Dana's letters, and one of
extreme importance informing the judg-
ment of President Lincoin and Secre-
tary Stanton as to the characters and
capacities of the officers in the Army
of the Tennessee, does not appear in the
official records, and is as follows:
Gen. C. C, Washburn.
: “Cairo, 1., July 13, 1863.
“Dear Sir: In my letter of yester-
day 1 accldentally omitted to notice
Gen, C. C. Washburn among.the Gen-

.\r:;ll.\' {idea is the idea of duty, and he applies
< |

ual service and give no occasion for old-
er soldiers to complain that he is pro-
moted without regard to his merits.
“I know Washburn very well, both
as a politician and as a military man,
and T say frankly that he has better
qualities for the latter than for the
former function. He is brave, steady,
respectable; receives suggestions and
weighs them carefully; is not above be-
ing advised, but acts with independence
nevertheless. His judgment {8 good,
and his vigilance sufficient. I have not
secen him in battle, however, and can-
not say how far he holds his mind there.
I don’t find in him, I am sorry to say,
that effort to learn the military art
which every commander ought to ex-
hibit, no matter whether he has re-
celved a military education or not.
Washburn's whole soul is not put into
the business of arms, and for me that
iz an unpardonable defect. But he is
a good man, and above the average of
our Generals, at least of those in
Grant’s command.

Grant’s Staff.

“I now come to the staff organization
and staff officers of this army, begin-
ning, of course, with those connected
with the head of the Department.
Grant's staff is a curious mixture of
good, bad and iIndifferent. As he is
neither an organizer nor a disciplinar-
fan himself, his staff is naturally a mo-
saie of accidental elements and family
friends. It contains four working men,
two who are able to accomplish their
duties without*much work, and several
who either don’t think of work or who
accomplish nothing, no matter what
they undertake.

“Ideut.-Col. Rawlins, Grant's Assist-
ant Adjutant-General, is a very indus-
trious, econscientious man, who never
loses a moment, and never gives himself
any indulgence except swearing and
scolding. He is a lawyer by profes-
sion, a townsman of Grant's, and has a
great influence over him, especially be-
cause he watches him day and night,
and whenever he commits the folly of
tasting liquor, hastens to remind him
that at the beginning of the war he
gave him (Rawling) his word of honor
not to touch a drop as long as it lasted.
Grant thinks Rawlins a first-rate Ad-
jutant, but I think this is a mistake. He
is too slow, and can’t write the English
language correctly without a great deal
of careful comnsideration. Indeéd, illit-
crateness Is a general characteristie of
Grant's staff, and, in fact, of Grant's
Generals and regimental officers of all
ranks.

“Maj. Bowers, Judge-Advocate of
Grant's staff, is an excellent man, and
always finds work to do. Lieut.-Col.
Wilson, Inspector-General, is a person
of similar disposition. He is a Captain
of Engineers in the Regular Army, and
has rendered valuable services in that
capacity. The fortifications of Haynes's
Bluff were designed by him and exe-
cuted under his direction. His leading

i* vigorously and often jmpatiently to
others. In consequence he is unpopu-
lar among all who like to live with
hitle work, But he has remarkable
talents and uncommon executive pow-
er, and will be heard from hereaftor.

“The Quartermaster’'s Department is
nnder charge of Lieut.-Col. Bingham,
who s one of those I spoke of as ac-
complishing much with little work. He
is an invalid almost, and I have never
scen him when he appeared to be per-
fectly well: but he is a man of first-rate
abilities and solid character, and bar-
ring physical weakness, up to even
sreater responsibilities than those he
now bears.

“The Chief Commis=ary, Lisut.-Col,
Maefeely, is a jolly, agreeable fellow,
vho never seems to be at work, but 1
have heard no complaint of deficiencies
in his Department. On the contrary,
it seems to be one of the most etlica-
cious parts of this great machine,

“Lieut.-Col. Kent, Provost Marshal-
General, is a very industrions and sans
ALIE fuan, 4 gieat linproveinent on his
predecessor, Col. Hillyer, who was a
family and personal friend of Grant’s.

The Alds.

“There are two Alda-de-(?amp/wllh
the rank of Colonel, namely, Col. l.a-
gow and Col. Riggin, both personal
friends of Grant's. lLagow is a worth-
less, whisky-drinking, useless fellow.
Kiggin is decent and gentlemanly, but
neither of them is worth his =alt, so far
as s>rvice to the Government goes. In-
deed, in all my observation I have never
discovered the use of Grant's Alds-de-
Camp at all. On the battlefield he
sometimes sends orders by them, but
everywhere elsz they are idle loafers,

feelings of a friend; and so he keeps
him on.

“The Chief Engineer,
stock, is an officer of great merit. He
has, too, what his predecessor, Capt.
Prime, lacked, a talent for organization.
1lis accession to the army wlill be the
source of much improvement.

“If Gen. Grant had about him a staff
of thoroughly competent men, discipii-
rnarians and workers, the efficiency and
fighting quality of his army would soon
be much increased. As it is, things go
too much by hazard and by spasms,;
or when the pinch comes, Grant forces
through by his own energy and main
strength what proper organization and
proper staff officers would have done
already.

Capt. Com-

MeClernand’s Staff.

“The staff of the Thirteenth Corps
was formed by Gen. McClernand. The
Assistant Adjutant-General, Lieut.-Col.
Scates, s 2 man of about 5% or 60 years
old. He was a Judge in Illinois, and left
an honored and influential social posi-
tion to serve in the army. Gen. Ord
speaks Iin high terms of him as an ofll-
cer. The Chief of Artillery, Col. Math-
er, is an ass. The Chief Quartermaster,
Lieut.-Col. Dunlap, Gen. McClernand’s
father-in-law, lately resigned his com-
mission. He was incompetent. Our
commiseion here at Caliro last Summer
reported facts that proved it. His suc-
cessor has not yet been appointed. The
Chijef Commissary, Lieut.-Col. Taggart,
is a fussy fellow, who, with much show,
accomplishes but little. Gen. McCler-
nand’s Aids went away with him or are
absent on leave. Not a man of them
i#= worth having. The Engineer officer
on this staff, Liecut. Hains, is an indus-
trious and useful officer. The Medical
Director, Dr. Hammond, has just been
appointed.

Sherman’s Staft,

“In the Fifteenth Corps's staff all
have to be working men, for Sherman
tclerates no idlers, and finés something
for everybody to do. If an officer proves
unfit for his position, he shifts him to
some other place. Thus, his Adjutant,
iJdeut.-Col. Hammond, a restless Ken-

tuckian, kept everyvthing in a row as
long as he remained in that office.
Sherman has accordingly made him
%, REBEL Foryr
%
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PLAN OF THE VICKSBURG MINE,
FROM DRAWING BY BRIG.-GEN.
HICKENLOOPER.

Inspector-General, and during tha last
two months has kept him constantly
employed on seouting parties. In his
place as Adjutant is Capt. Sawyer, a
quiet, industrious, efficient person. The

erals of Division in Grant’s army. it is

I suppese the army would be better off

Chief of Artillery, Maj. Taylor, directed
. Sherman’s -omnipresent - eye and

value, though under. another General
he might not be wb so much. The
Chief Engineer, Capt. Pitemann, wound-
ed about July 15, 19 & man of merit,
and his departure was 4 great loss to
the slege works. Gen. Sherman has
three Alds-de-Camp, Capt. McCoy, Capt.
Dayton and Lieut. 11, and, as I have
said, neither of them holds a sinecure
office. His Medical ' Director, Dr. Mec-
Millan, is a good physician, I believe;
he has been in a constant eontentinn
with Dr. Mills. The Quartermaster,
Lieut.-Col. J. C. Smith, is & most effi-
cient officer; he has been doing duty
48 Commissary also. On the whole,
Gen. Sherman has a very small and
very efficient staff; put the efficiency
comes mainly from him. "What a splen-
did soldier he is!

McPherson’s Siaff.

“The staff of the Seventeenth Army
Corps is the most complete, the most
numerous and In some respects the most
serviceable In this army. The Adju-
tant-General, Lieut.-Jol. Clark, is a per-
son of uncommon quickness; always at
work, and keeps everything in his De-
fartment in first-rate order. The In-
spector-General, Lieut.-Col. Strong, does
his duties with promptness and thor-
oughness; his reports are models. The
Chief of Artillery, Liéut.-Col. Powell,
thoroughly understands his business
and attends to it diligently, The Pro-
vost Marshal-General, Lieut.-Col. Wil-
son, Is a judicious and, industrious man.

“Both the Quarterraaster and Com-
missary are new mem, Captains, and I
do not know them, but McPherson
speaks highly of them. The Medical
Director, Dr. Boucher, has the reputa-
tion of keeping his hespitals in better
order and making his reports more
promptly and satisfagtorily than any
other Medical officer in this army. Gen.
McPherson has four Ailds-de-Camp,
Capt. Steele, Capt. Guild, Lieut. Knox
and Lieut. Vernay. The last of these is
the best, and Capt.' Steele is next to
him. The Engineer officer, Capt. Hick-
enlooper, is a laborious man, quick,
watchful, but not of great capacity. The
ricket officer, Maj. Willard, whom I ac-
cidentally name last, is a person of un-
usual merit. .
“In the staffs of the Division and
Brigadier-Generals I do not now recall
any officer of extraordinary capacity.
There may be such; but have not
made their acquainiance, On the other
hand, I have made the acquaintance of
some who seemed qt.t(l),“e:'l unfit for their
places. I must not it, however, to
fpeak here of Capt. Thkestlian, Engineer
on the staff of Maj.-Gen. Logan. His
general services during the siege were
not conspicuous, but he deserves great
credit for constructing the wooden mor-
tars which Gen. MePHerson used near
its close with most rémarkable effect.
Both the idea and the work were Tre-
sillan’s.
“Very possibly you mey not wish to
g0 through this mas# of detalls respect-
ing so many officers of 'Inferior grades,
upon whose claims ¥ou may never be
called to pass judgment., But if you
care to read them here they are.

“T remalin, dear sir,.yours very faith-
fully, ' C. A. Dana.”

Gen. Joseph E. Johuitow’s Operations.
It socn became #%ident to au-
thorities at Richmond that '
could not or would-fiot do anything of ]
material importance f ‘the west side
of the river to relleve Pember-
ton. He would not, or at least
did not, even do anything of conse-
quence to interfere with Grant's line of
communications along the river back
to Cairo. Kirby Smith's men had a
mortal terror of the gunboats, and it
was always with dificulty that they
were brought to battle anywhere with-
in the range of the heavy guns of the
fiotila. Therefore, all hopes centered
upon the operations of Gen. Joseph E.
Johnston, and the army which he was
organizing at Jackson. With all John-
slon’s great abilities he was not a man
of the energy, Initlative and resource-
fulness of such Generals as Grant,
Sherman and Thomas. He was dan-
gerous on the defensive and quick and
deadly in the matter of return blows,
as Sherman found out ‘on the Atlanta
campalign, but elther the fleld to which
he had been assigned was too big for
him, or it was too big for his official
superiors. The latter constantly and
emphatically urged him to strike a
blow, and Johnston as constantly an-
swered that he was too weak for any-
thing effective, and, beside, that he
had to supply his men for the field be-
fore he could make any movement.
The Confederate Secpgtary of War in-
sisted that Johnston had many more
men than the latter eyer admitted were
under his command. ~ Johnston's own
report of June 25 gives his army as or-
ganlzed Into four diyislons, command-
ed by Loring, Breckinridge, W. H., T.
Walker and French,' with the follow-
ing strength:
Fleld Return.
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Loring's Division.. 6,451 7,427 13,376

Ereckinridge's Di-

viplon e ooi . 6,107 6,884 9,688
Walker's Division. 8,049 9,571 13,452
French’s Division. 6,498 7,466 10,559
Jackson's Cavalry. 3,606 4,373 6,797
Miscellaneous .... b15 694 881
Total ceeess 31,226 36,315 54,747

Steadily l?rsu_t to Attack.

Every few days during May and June
the Confederate Secretary of War sent
messages urging Johnston to attack
w.‘hout regard to any disparity of
numbers, Inasmuch; as Grant was be-
Ing reinforced more'rapidly than John-
ston could be, and the disparity would
therefore become greater instead of
less. May 28 Johngten said that
though he had only 28,000 men he
would try to beat Geant with that num-
ber, but he thought better of it and
June 7 he telegraphed Richmond that
the case seemed ‘‘despeérate.’” The next
day the Secreiary of War asked him if
more reinforcements should be drawn
from Bragg's armyy and Johnston di-
plomatically replieds that this would
“Involve yielding Tpmiessee; the Gov-
ernment. must decid¢ between this State
and Tennessee,” i1

This brought up the: old bitterness
between Johnston and Davis. They
hated one another as enly “brother pa-
triots"” can hate, and ®ach was ma-
neuvering to throw apon the other the
responsibility for disaster. If, as was
possible, Bragg's army had been sud-
denly shifted to Misgissippi to help
Pemberton out, the whole of Tennes-
see, northern .Alaba : and northern
Georgia, with the k oint of Chatta-
nooga, would be a doned to the
Union army under”® Rosecrans. This
was a very serious plgesibility, because
in the event of the defeat of that army
by the troops being ment to Grant the
loss of the Tennessee dountry would be
final and hopeless, and the prestige of
the Confederacy suffeir very deprers-
irgly. Jefferson Davis did not wish to
assume the responsibility of such a.
step, and desired to place it upsn John-
ston, who could put it on the ground
of "a- military neeessity.” Johnston,
however, kept thrusting it back at
Davis to force him to make a decision

: ; |

q.:lck-.jlﬂcm:nt, is an officer of great
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. (Continued on page six). .

NINNESOTA AT NASHVILLE.

More of Her Soldiers There Than in Any Other Battle, and More

Fell There in Defense of Their Country.
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By Gen. L. F. HUBBARD.

(Concluded from last week.)

Daylight of the 16th disclosed the un-
mistakable purpose of Hood to stake
everything upon a final effort to retrieve
his discomfiture of the preceding day.
He had chosen a position of great nat-
ural advantage, and had intrenched it
in a manner that impressed us at once
that we were ‘“‘up agalnst’” a serious
proposition.

Thomas's lines required considerable
readjustment to conform to the posi-
tions he had now to confront. In these
preliminary movements Hood's artillery
much delayed and complicated the re-
quired dispositions in their process of
formation. Every available man was
ordered to the front. Nashville was
now reasonably safe, and the troops left
for ite immediate defense were required
to strengthen the attacking lines.

I digress here for a moment to indl-
cate the exact position of the Minnesota
regiments in this final formation. All
the brigades of the Sixteenth Corps were
formed in double lines. The position
of the 10th Minn. was upon the left in
the front line of the First Brigade; the
5th and 9th Minn. constituted the front
line of the Second Brigade, and the 7th
Minn. was upon the right of the Third
Brigade, also In front, thus bringing the

termination on the charge. The ground
had been much softened by the recent
slorm, a condition that considerably re-
tarded progress, but otherwise did not
check the movement. The advance was
maintained with notable steadiness,
though distressing gaps in the ranks
told too well the effectiveness of the
enemy's fire. The colors of all the regi-
ments repeatedly fell, but were always
rescued and borne onward. The ith
Minn. had three of its color-bearers
killed and four of its color guard
wounded. Nearly every mounted officer
lost his horse, but kept his nerve. The
ground was thickly strewn with dead
and wounded men, but even the latter
joined in the cheers that now rent the
air in great volume as the rebel works
were reached and in a wild onset car-
ried at every point. Most of the enemy
surrendered in the trenches where they
stood, his artillery being abandoned on
the spot from whence those vicious dis-
charges of canister had brought us so
much grief. Hood's defensive line had
been plerced at a vital point, and if
another hour of daylight had been
vouchsafed us, his line of retreat would
have been In Gen. Thomas's hands.
Heod’s Line Broken.

This break in Hood's defenses and the
consequent threatening of his rear nec-
essarily loosened his grip at other
points, and the general attack which
followed was uniformly successful. The
advantage was pressed to the utmost
vntil darkness put a period to farther
effort, but Hood's army was now essen-
tially & wreck. Abandoning his artil-

“THE PURSUIT OF HOOD'S ARM

four Minnesota regiments in a contin-
uous line and all in front.
The Second Day’s Battle.

It was past mid-day before Thomas's
lines were finally adjusted, but in the
meantime the Sixteenth Corps had
worked itself forward to within moder-
ate range of the enemy’'s defenses,
where slight intrenchments were con-
structed, sufficilent to enable a few
sharpshooters to get in their work., The
artillery of the division had expended
much ammunition in responding to the
enemy's batteries, and in places had
succeeded in breaching the hostile in-
trenchments. About 3 o'clock p. m. an
assault was made far to the left on
Overton Hill, whose crest was crossed
by Hood’'s defensive line, by three bri-
gades of Gens. Wood's and “Steedman's
troops, but though gallantly made the
assault was repulsed with serious loss
to the troops engaged. That, evidently,
was not a vulnerable point in Hood's
defense, and then Gen. Thomas practi-
cally repeated his initial order of the
preceding day for Gen. Smith to make
a “vigorous attack on the enemy’s left."
This order went forth at 4 o'clock p. m.,
and the men, who for hours had lain
with enforced inactivity under the ene-
my's fire, greeted it with a feeling of
relief. There can hardly be a more de-
pressing condition in practical warfare
than to lie for hours exposed to a gall-
ing fire that cannot be effectively re-
turned, while held in leash in moment-
ary expectation of an opportunity to
make reprisals on one’'s tormentors.

Our Minnesota boys were here under
a peculiar but most stimulating inspira-
tion. In no instance before during the
war were nearly so many of Minnesota's
sons in line together facing the coun-
try's foes. Surely this was an oppor-
tunity to show the material of waich
Minnesota soldiers was made, and o
achieve glory for the young Common-
wealth in which they took so greal a
pride, Some of these regiments had
been in many battles and never suffered
a defeat. The older of the regiments
had an established reputation to main-
tain, and the younger ones had here an
opportunity to win for their colors and
their State the fullest passible measure
of glory. No order in battle was ever
more promptly responded to, and no
troops were ever more eager in its
execution. The line of advance lay
across level ground—a recently-culti-
vated cornfield—execept in front of the
10th-Minn.,, where the topography pre-
sented a considerable elevation. The
moment the division rose to its feet and
commenced its advance it was met with
a withering volley from the enemy's
trenches and heavy discharges of can-
ister from three batteries of artillery.
It seemed for a moment that nothing
human could withstand such a murder-
cus fire at so-close a range, but the men

ware nerved up: to. the- limit of poasibie

tension, and they started with grim de-

Y WAS PARTICULARLY SEVERE.”

lery, wagon trains and all impedimenta
that would in any manner incumber his
movements in retreat, such of his army
as was not captured fled in a mob south-
ward, hotly pursued by Thomas.
Through capture and desertions it un-

tion all the way to the Tennessee River.
+A few skeleten detachments erossed the
river, but as an organization there was
practically nothing left of that grand
army of invasion whose orizinal ob-
jective was the country north of the
Ohio River.

The Hardships of the Pursauit.

The experience of the Minnesota regi-
ments, as well as the army generally,
In the pursuit of the fragments of
Hood's army was particularly severa.
The weather was cold and wet, raininz
and snowing by turns; the roads em-
bargeed with mud almost unfathomable
at times, and again frozen into rocky
ruts that even the animals refused to
tackle in their efforts to drag along the
artillery and trains. The troops were
without camp equipage of any sort, and
but seantily supplied with rations. Many
who survived the battle succumbed to
the rigors of the campaign that fol-
lowed it.

The most impressive evidence of the
serious character of the duty imposed
upon the Minnesota regiments in the
battle of Nashville and of its compre-
hensive execution is the list of casual-
ties they suffered: 63 killed or mortally
wounded, 237 wounded, and one miss-
ing; a total of 301 men was the measure
of sacrifice here lain upon the altar of
the country's cause. To this total the
5th Regiment contributed 107, the 7th
62, the 9th 58, and the 10th 74. Most
regiments at that period of the war
were reduced to a maximum on duty of
from 350 to 400 men, which will indi-
cate the large percentage of loss sus-
tained.

The record of Minnesota in the battle
of Nashville would be incomplete with-
out a reference to the service performed
by the 8th Minn. in the battle of Mur-
freesboro, Dec. 7, 1864. While invest-
ing Nashville, Gen. Hood sent a detach-
ment of his army under Gens. Forrest
and Bate to endeavor to dislodge and
capture or disperse the garrison at
Murfreesboro, Tenn., which has before
been alluded to as an outlying fortified
position of much importance. This force
of the enemy was met outside the de-
fenses of the town by two brigades un-
der Gen. R. H. Milroy, one of which
was commanded by Col. M. T, Thomas,
of the 8th Minn. The enemy was de-
cisively defeated after a severe engage-
ment, the character of which will be
indicated by the casualties suffered by
the 8th Minn. A total of 90 men, 12
killed and 77 wounded, was the further
eantribution Minnesota here made to
the sacrifice required to secure the great
results achieved at Nashville. The S$th
Minn. alsp performed essential service
in the pursuit of the enemy after the
battle, and contributed its share in
making Hood's retreat the rout it be-
came.

A Most Decinlve l_-ltle.

| . The battle of Nashville is always giv~
en a place among the decisive battles

derwent a rapid process-of dhinmgm-f

the civil war. The army of the enemy
cncountered at Nashville was not simply
defeated, but it was practically de-
stroyed. It left the field in demoralized
fragments, and even these dissolved like
snow under an April sun. It also de-
cided adversely to the enemy a cam-
raign undertaken under promising con-
ditions for a purpose which, if succe
ful, would have had a most serious ef-
fect upon the Union cause. If Hood
had reached the Ohio River it would
have been a fair offset to Sherman's
march to the sea. It would doubtiess
have necessitated another levy of troops
at a time when the resources of the
country, both in men and in the sinews
of war, were strained almost to the
limit. (It had already been proposed
by Gen. Grant in one of the dispatches
to Washington that has bheen gquoted
that the States of Ohio, Indiana and Illi-
nois be called on for 60,000 men to meet
this threatened danger.) It would have
precipitated conditions that might have
seriously embarrassed the situation on
the Potomac and throughout the theatey
of war in the East.

Thomas's success paralvzed the enemy
in the West, and enabled him to send
a corps under Schofleld to reinforce
Grant in the East and another column
under Smith to the South to aid in the
capture of the last stronghold of the
enemy in the West at Mobile, Ala. A
rart of the army with which Thomas
won Nashville was in at the death of
the Confederacy in Virginia and anoth-
er part witnessed its dying struggles on
the Gulf of Mexico. It required the
genius of a great Captain to organize
and equip from the fragments and ree
sources at his hand such an army as
Thomas hurled against Hood and infuse
into it in so short a time the morale
that would enable it to win the decisive
results that were secured at Nashville,

The war for the Union developed
many great military characters, but the
peer of any of them in sterling soldierly
qualities, skill in tactical warfare and
indomitable courage and determination
in battle was Maj.-Gen. George H.
Thomas.

Fimal Charge of the Day.

A spirited description of the operae.
tions of the Minnesota regiments in the
battles about Nashville was written by
8. piloneer Minnesotan, a staff officer of
the First Division at the time, and pub-
lished in the St. Paul Press of Dec. 20,
1864. I here quote a passage from that
description:

“At 3 o'clock p. m. the clouds had
thickened and a moderate rain com-
menced to fall; the atmosphere became
prematurely darkened as if night was
setting In. The cavalry force which
had been operating vigorously,K on the
extreme right, and well toward the rear
of the enemy, apparently became blind-
ed by the mists which settled upon the
hills, and their firing materially slack-
ened. ‘Old Man Smith'—as the boys
of his command delighted to call him—
and Gen. McArthur were about, and the
First Division—Joe Mower's old divi-
sion—must maintain its dearly-

_ | confidential circles in Nashvilie that this

telling charge was to be made, or at
what time it was to be made, but some-
how or other people felt it in their bones
that it would come off at about the time
it did, and many were there to witness
it. We find also Gen. Thomas at hand—
accidentally, perhaps—but he was there,
tc witness the exciting scene. Gen.
Smith -was there, of course, muscle and
nerve all in motion, knowing then, as
well what would be the result as he did
when it was all over, the very embodi-
ment of the towering, all-conquering
veteran that he is, eyveing with more
than wonted confidence the compact
lines of his veterans. McArthur, with
that powerfully-knit frame and that in-
telligent and well-developed Scotch face,
firmness amounting almost to stubborn-
ness visible in every feature, sat on his
horse awaiting the proper moment teo
give the final order. And, as if to make
the picturz complete, Andrew Johnson,
whom the spldiers of the Union and the
people at home have just honored with
the second office in the gift of the Na-
tion, was close at hand to behold the
grand military drama aboul to be en-
acted. ;

“The hour arrives—4 o’clock precise-
ly, by McArthur's time. The order goes
forth, and with a shout that is heard
plainly away off in qur old lines near
Nashvilie, the division starts for the
works before it. The Second Brigade
Ieads off. Col. Hubbard, ‘with hat in
hand, waving it over his head, leads on
his trusty warriors. He knows what is
coming, but he also knows the men he
lcads. Across the cornfield, the soft
ground giving away until men and
horses sink at every step knee-deep;
vnder a shower of canister, shell and
minie-balls filiing every inch of the at-
mosphere and meeting them square in
the face, they keep onward. The works
are gained; no faltering yet; and now
goes up the flag of the 9th Minn. on
the works: simultaneously with it the
flag of the veteran 5th—which has been
shot down four times in this advance
and riddled with a full charge of canis-
ter—ascends; the works are carried in
front of all the brigades of the division,
and Minnesota holds the position in an
unbroken iine of half a mile in extent.
Prisoners commence passing to the rear.
First comes Capt. McGrew, of the bth,
a staff officer of Col. Hubbard's, with
about a regiment of them; then we
meet officers and enlisted men of all
the regiments with squads larger than
they can be supposed to take care of—
in all, the captures amounting to at
least a5 many men as there were in the
Second DBrigade. The whole work—a
work that all military men who wit-
nessed it agree in pronouncing a charge
of scarcely equaled brilliancy in the
annals of warfare—was accompliched
in 10 minutes’ time. The enemy was
completely routed and driven to the
adjacent hills in utter confusion. Ten
pieces of artillery of the first quality
were captured, in addition to small-
arms and prisoners without number.
L3 L »

“Minnesota gained more glory than
the war had previously allowed her to
gain. The gallantry of her officers and
men is the theme of all tongues and
pens. Col. Hubbard was personally
complimented immediately after the ac-
tion by Gens. Thomas, Smith and Me-
Arthur uniting in a telegram to the
President requesting his promotion.
SRR Lo s J. P. Owens."

Highly Homorable Mention.

The Minnesota troops received high-
iv honorable mention in the official re-
ports of the battle of Nashville, in which
occur the following.

Gen, John McArthur, commanding
First Division, Sixteenth Corps. says.
“I wish, particularly, to mention the
gallant conduct of Col. Wm. R. Mar-
shall, Tth Minn.,, commanding Third
Brigade; called to take command dur-
ing the first day's battle and continuing
throughout. His admirable manage-
ment and example stamp him as an offi-
cer of rare merit.”

Gen. A. J. Smith, commanding the
Sixteenth Corps, says:

“Col. L. F. Hubbard had three horses
-shot under him on the 16th. Going into
aclion with a total of 1,421 muskets [n

of: - . (Continued on page two.)
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